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Curious where you can teach English abroad?
Use this chart to compare the most popular
countries across Europe, Asia, Latin America,
and the Middle East and North Africa. It
includes key details on salaries, hiring
seasons, visa processes, start-up costs, and
more.

Curious where you can teach English abroad?
Use this chart to compare the most popular
countries across Europe, Asia, Latin America,
and the Middle East and North Africa. It
includes key details on salaries, hiring
seasons, visa processes, start-up costs, and
more.



CHOOSE YOUR ADVENTURE

EUROPE
MIDDLE EAST &
NORTH AFRICA

START HERE

Disclaimer: International TEFL Academy tries to provide the most up to date
and accurate information. This document is based on citizens of the United
States as requirements vary by country. Startup costs are estimates in a
country for housing, food, expenses until receiving first paycheck which is
typically 30 days after start of contract. International TEFL Academy assumes
no responsibility for the accuracy of this document as information changes
daily around the world. 

Edits made October 2025 – The information is provided only as a guide and not a guarantee. Copyright 2025 by International TEFL Academy, Inc.

Dive into real-world details by clicking any country for deeper info on hiring,
visas, and job types.

Talk with an admissions advisor to find out which destinations best match
your goals, timeline, and budget.

Check current exchange rates to get the most accurate picture of your
earning and saving potential.

ASIA LATIN AMERICAASIA LATIN AMERICA

EUROPE

KEY

Countries may provide financial support for flights.

Countries may provide some free housing or housing subsidy. All
other destinations are self-pay with housing advice provided by
employer.

BA/BS required. Otherwise all other countries without symbol are
BA/BS preferred, but not required. 

MA Preferred/BA Required 



TEACHING ENGLISH IN ASIA
The job market and demand for English teachers in East and
South East Asia is arguably the largest in the world.   Many of
these nations are highly industrialized, economically strong, and
culturally put an emphasis on the importance of education. This
combination has created a large outward recruitment market
and many open positions for certified English teachers. 

Find a job in advance of being in the country
Save money
Receive benefits such as accommodations, medical insurance,
flight allowance, work visa assistance, bonuses, vacation time,
etc. 
Find a job at virtually any time of the year
Teach children (there are opportunities to teach adults as well!)

Asia is an excellent region of the world to consider for your
career teaching abroad if you are looking to:  KEY

Countries may provide financial support for flights.

Countries may provide some free housing or housing
subsidy. All other destinations are self-pay with housing
advice provided by employer.

BA/BS required. Otherwise all other countries without
symbol are BA/BS preferred, but not required. For
Taiwan, some schools accepts AA. 

Keep in mind this is a general overview of all the teaching markets in Asia and a few exceptions may apply so please read the specifics of each country in the chart below. 

MA Preferred/BA Required 



Country
Typical

Contract
Length

Peak Hiring
Seasons 

Expected Down
Times 

Interview
Procedures 

Visa Info
Typical

Students

Average
Monthly Cost

of Living, in U.S.
Dollars

Average
Monthly Salary,

in U.S. Dollars

Estimated Start-
Up Costs, in U.S.

Dollars 

Cambodia 6 & 12 months All Year Round
Lunar (Chinese) New

Year 2 weeks late Jan-
early Feb

Face-to-face in
Cambodia

Tourist visa
convert to work

visa

Business
Professionals,

Children
$500 - 1,000 $650 - 1,200 $1,000 - 1,500

China 12 months All Year Round
Lunar (Chinese) New

Year 2 weeks late Jan-
early Feb

Phone/virtual in
advance, & face-
to-face in China

Work visa in
advance

Business
Professionals,

Children
$650 - 1,100 $1,000 - 2,600 $1,500 - 2,600

Hong Kong 12 months All Year Round
Lunar (Chinese) New

Year 2 weeks late Jan-
early Feb

Phone/virtual
in advance

Work visa in
advance

Business
Professionals,

Children
$2,300 - 5,000 $2,300 - 3,800 $2,000 - 3,000

Indonesia 12 months All Year Round Islamic Holidays
Phone/virtual

in advance
Work visa in

advance

Business
Professionals,

Children
$570 - 900 $650 - 1,050 $1,000 - 1,500 

Japan 12 months All Year Round None
Phone/virtual

in advance
Work visa in

advance

Business
Professionals,

Children
$800 - 2,000 $1,600 – 1,900 $2,500 - 3,000

Kazakhstan 12 months All Year Round None

Phone/virtual in
advance,

sometimes face-
to-face

Work visa in
advance

Business
Professionals,

Children
$400 - 1,000 $400 - 1,300 $800 - 1,000

A
SI
A

https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-cambodia
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-cambodia
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-china
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-hong-kong
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-indonesia
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-indonesia
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-japan
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-kazakhstan


Country
Typical

Contract
Length

Peak Hiring
Seasons 

Expected Down
Times 

Interview
Procedures 

Visa Info
Typical

Students

Average
Monthly Cost

of Living, in U.S.
Dollars

Average
Monthly Salary,

in U.S. Dollars

Estimated Start-
Up Costs, in U.S.

Dollars 

Kyrgyzstan 6 & 12 months All Year Round None

Phone/virtual in
advance,

sometimes face-
to-face

Work visa in
advance

Business
Professionals,

Children
$400 - 800 $400 - 1,200 $800 - 1,000

Laos 6 & 12 months All Year Round None
Face-to-face in

Laos
Tourist visa or

work visa

Business
Professionals,

Children
$500 - 1,200 $600 - 1,000 $1,000 - 1,500

Malaysia 12 months All Year Round

Lunar (Chinese) New
Year

2 weeks in late Jan-
early Feb

Phone/virtual in
advance

Work visa in
advance

Business
Professionals,

Children
$1,000 – 2,500 $1,200 - 2,500 $1,350 - 2,700

Myanmar 12 months All Year Round None

Phone/virtual in
advance,

sometimes face-
to-face

Business visa
Business

Professionals,
Children

$650 - 800 $650 - 1,300 $1,100 - 2,000

Singapore 12 months All Year Round

Lunar (Chinese) New
Year

2 weeks in late Jan-
early Feb

Phone/virtual in
advance

Work visa in
advance

Business
Professionals,

Children
$2,750 – 4,000 $2,750 – 4,000 $5,500 - 6,800

South Korea 12 months All Year Round None
Phone/virtual in

advance
Work visa in

advance

Business
Professionals,

Children
$650 – 1,200 $1,500 - 2,500  $1,000 - 2,000

A
SI
A

https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-kyrgyzstan
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-kyrgyzstan
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-laos
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-malaysia
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-myanmar
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-singapore
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-korea


Country
Typical

Contract
Length

Peak Hiring
Seasons 

Expected Down
Times 

Interview
Procedures 

Visa Info
Typical

Students

Average
Monthly Cost

of Living, in U.S.
Dollars

Average
Monthly Salary,

in U.S. Dollars

Estimated Start-
Up Costs, in U.S.

Dollars 

Taiwan 12 months
After Lunar New

Year & July -
August

Lunar (Chinese) New
Year 2 weeks late Jan -

early Feb

Phone/virtual in
advance

Work visa in
advance

Business
Professionals,

Children
$750 - 1,800 $1,800 - 2,500 $1,500 - 2,500

Thailand 5 to 12 
months

Feb - April & Aug –
Oct; 

All Year round 
None

Phone/virtual in
advance, or face-

to-face in
Thailand

Work visa in
advance, or
Tourist visa

convert to work
visa

Business
Professionals,

Children
$500 - 800 $950 - 1,500 $1,000 - 1,500 

Vietnam 12 months All Year Round
Tet Holiday 2 weeks in

late Jan - early Feb

Phone/virtual in
advance, or face-

to-face in
Vietnam

Work visa in
advance, or
Tourist visa

convert to work
visa

Business
Professionals,

Children
$600 – 1,000 $950 - 1,500 $1,000 - 2,000

A
SI
A

https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-taiwan
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-taiwan
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-thailand
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-vietnam


TEACHING ENGLISH IN LATIN AMERICA
A combination of rising living standards, integration with the globalized economy, and rapid
growth in tourism has caused a surge in the demand for English instruction throughout
Mexico, Central America, South America, and a few countries in the Caribbean. While
outward recruitment and the chance to save money aren’t as strong in this part of the world
as in other regions, there are still many great opportunities and experiences to be had. 

Head overseas in January/February or July/August
Teach adult students (there are some opportunities to teach
children as well!)
Interview with potential employers face-to-face in country
Live a comfortable lifestyle while breaking even financially 
Teach in a country that doesn’t necessarily require a bachelor’s
degree

Latin America is an excellent region of the world to consider
for your career teaching abroad if you are looking to: 

KEY

Countries may provide financial support for flights.

Countries may provide some free housing or housing
subsidy. All other destinations are self-pay with housing
advice provided by employer.

BA/BS required. Otherwise all other countries without
symbol are BA/BS preferred, but not required. 

Keep in mind this is a general overview of all the teaching markets in Latin America and a few exceptions may apply so please read the specifics of each country in the chart below. 

MA Preferred/BA Required 



Country
Typical

Contract
Length

Peak Hiring
Seasons 

Expected Down
Times 

Interview
Procedures 

Visa Info
Typical

Students

Average
Monthly Cost

of Living, in U.S.
Dollars

Average
Monthly Salary,

in U.S. Dollars

Estimated Start-
Up Costs, in U.S.

Dollars 

Argentina 6 & 12 months
Feb-Mar, 
July-Aug

Christmas - End of
February

Face-to-face in
Argentina

Tourist visa
Business

Professionals
$500 - 1,800 $600 - 1,200 $1,500 - 2,500

Bolivia 6 & 12 months
Feb-Mar, 
July-Aug

Christmas - End of
January

Face-to-face in
Bolivia

Tourist visa
Business

Professionals
$500 - 700 $600 - 1,000 $1,000 - 1,200

Brazil 6 & 12 months Mar-August
Christmas - End of

February

Most face-to-
face in Brazil;

Some
phone/virtual in

advance

Tourist visa
Business

Professionals
$800 -  1,300 $800 - 1,400 $1,200 - 2,000

Chile 6 & 12 months
Feb-Mar, 
July-Aug

Christmas - End of
February

Many face-to-
face in Chile;

Some
phone/virtual in

advance

Tourist visa or
work visa

Business
Professionals,
Children with

Public Schools

$650 - $1,000 $650 - 1,000 $1,850 - 2,250

Colombia 6 & 12 months
Jan-Mar, 
July-Aug

Mid to end of
December

Face-to-face in
Colombia or

Phone/virtual in
advance

Tourist visa or
work visa

Children or
Business

Professionals
$600-$1,200 $600 - 1,500 $1,000 - 1,600

LA
TI

N
 A

M
ER
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A

https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-argentina
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-bolivia
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-brazil
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-chile
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-colombia


Country
Typical

Contract
Length

Peak Hiring
Seasons 

Expected Down
times 

Interview
Procedures 

Visa Info
Typical

Students

Average
Monthly Cost

of Living, in U.S.
Dollars

Average
Monthly Salary,

in U.S. Dollars

Estimated Start-
up Cost, in U.S.

dollars 

Costa Rica 6 & 12 months All Year Round
Christmas - 2nd week
in January /Early July

for 2 weeks

Face-to-face in
Costa Rica; Some
phone/virtual in

advance

Tourist visa,
Independent
Contractor

License

Business
Professionals

$700 - 900 $700 - 900 $1,200 - 1,800

Dominican
Republic

 12 months All Year Round
Christmas-February

(Carnival)

Face-to-face in
the Dominican
Republic; Some
phone/virtual in

advance

Tourist visa or
work visa

Business
Professionals

$800 - 1,200 $700 - 2,000 $1,000 - 1,200

Ecuador 6 & 12 months
Feb-Mar, 
July-Aug

Christmas - End of
January 

Phone/virtual in
advance, or face-

to-face in
Ecuador

Work visa
Business

Professionals
$500 - 1,000  $500 - 1,000 $1,000 - 1,200

Guatemala 6 & 12 months
Feb-Mar, 
July-Aug

Christmas, Carnival,
Easter

Face-to-face in
Guatemala

Tourist visa
Business

Professionals
$500 - 900 $500 - 900 $1,000 - 1,200

Honduras 6 & 12 months April - August None

Face-to-face in
Honduras; Some
phone/virtual in

advance

Tourist visa
Children or

Business
Professionals

$400 - 700 $500 - 1,000 $1,000 - 1,200

LA
TI

N
 A

M
ER

IC
A

https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-costa-rica
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-dominican-republic
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-dominican-republic
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-ecuador
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-guatemala
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-honduras


Country
Typical

Contract
Length

Peak Hiring
Seasons 

Expected Down
times 

Interview
Procedures 

Visa Info
Typical

Students

Average
Monthly Cost

of Living, in U.S.
Dollars

Average
Monthly Salary,

in U.S. Dollars

Estimated Start-
Up Costs, in U.S.

Dollars

Mexico 6 & 12 months All Year Round Nov & Dec

Many face-to-
face in Mexico;

Some phone and
email in advance

Work visa
Business

Professionals,
Children

$500 - 1,000 $500 - 1,000 $1,300 - 1,800 

Nicaragua 3, 6, & 12
months

All Year Round
Christmas -

Mid-January
Face-to-face in

Nicaragua 
Tourist visa All Ages $800 - 1,200 $600 - 1,100 $1,000 - 1,200

Panama 6 & 12 months
Feb-Mar, 
July-Aug

Christmas - End of
January

Face-to-face in
Panama

Tourist visa
Business

Professionals
$800 - 1,500  $800 - 1,500  $1,350 - 2,000

Peru 3, 6, & 12
months

Feb-Mar, 
July-Aug

Christmas - End of
January

Face-to-face in
Peru

Tourist visa
Business

Professionals
$800 - 1,200 $800 - 1,200 $1,000 - 1,500 

Uruguay 6 & 12 months
Feb-Mar, 
July-Aug

Christmas - End of
January

Face-to-face in
Uruguay

Tourist visa
Business

Professionals
$800 - 1,300 $800 - 1,300 $1,600 - 2,200 

LA
TI

N
 A

M
ER

IC
A

https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-mexico
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-nicaragua
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-nicaragua
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-panama
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-peru
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-uruguay


TEACHING ENGLISH IN EUROPE
The English teaching market in Europe is vast. Learning English has
become more essential since 1993, when the EU was founded, making
English a common language for business and education. Although
there are many member countries of the EU, each country has its own
hiring practices and visa rules for non-EU citizens. However, if you
have EU citizenship, you will not need to apply separately for a work
visa. 

Head overseas in September or January for the two main hiring
seasons
Interview with potential employers face-to-face in country (there
are some opportunities to find work in advance!)
Teach adult students (there are some opportunities to teach
children as well!)
Live a comfortable lifestyle while breaking even financially 

Europe is an excellent region of the world to consider for
your career teaching abroad if you are looking to: 

KEY

Countries may provide financial support for flights.

Countries may provide some free housing or housing
subsidy. All other destinations are self-pay with housing
advice provided by employer.

BA/BS required. Otherwise all other countries without
symbol are BA/BS preferred, but not required. 

Keep in mind this is a general overview of all the teaching markets in Europe and a few exceptions may apply so please read the specifics of each country in the chart below. 

MA Preferred/BA Required 

Note: For formatting purposes, Turkey is only listed in the Middle East & N. Africa section.



Country
Typical

Contract
Length

Peak Hiring
Seasons 

Expected Down
times 

Interview
Procedures 

Visa Info
Typical

Students

Average
Monthly Cost

of Living, in U.S.
Dollars

Average
Monthly Salary,

in U.S. Dollars

Estimated Start-
Up Costs, in U.S.

Dollars

Austria 10 & 12
months

Sept & Jan
August, Christmas- 2nd

week in January 
Face-to-face in

Austria
EU Citizenship

Business
Professionals

$1,800 - 2,500 $1,800 - 2,800 $2,550 - 3,800 

Belgium 10 & 12
months

Sept & Jan
August, Christmas- 2nd

week in January 
Face-to-face in

Belgium EU Citizenship
Business

Professionals
$1,500 - 2,000 $1,900 - 2,800 $2,250 - 3,000

Bulgaria 9 & 12 months Sept & Jan
August, Christmas- 2nd

week in January 

Phone/skype in
advance or

 face-to-face in
Bulgaria

EU Citizenship
Business

Professionals,
Children

$650 - 1,100  $650 - 1,100  $1,000 - 1,450

Croatia 10 & 12
months

Sept & Jan
August, Christmas- 2nd

week in January 
Face-to-face in

Croatia 
EU Citizenship

Business
Professionals,

Children
$900 - 1,250 $900 - 1,250 $1,350 - 2,000 

Czech
Republic

10 & 12
months

Sept & Jan
August, Christmas- 2nd

week in January 

Most face-to-
face in Czech

Republic; Some
phone/virtual in

advance

Tourist visa
convert to

contractor visa or
EU Citizenship

Business
Professionals,

Children
$800 - 1,600 $800 - 1,600 $2,400 - 4,500

EU
RO

PE

https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-austria
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-belgium
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-bulgaria
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-croatia
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-czech-republic
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-czech-republic


Country
Typical

Contract
Length

Peak Hiring
Seasons 

Expected Down
times 

Interview
Procedures 

Visa Info
Typical

Students

Average
Monthly Cost

of Living, in U.S.
Dollars

Average
Monthly Salary,

in U.S. Dollars

Estimated Start-
Up Costs, in U.S.

Dollars

France 10 & 12
months

Sept & Jan
August, Christmas- 2nd

week in January 
Face-to-face in

France

Student visa,
work visa through

government
program,

EU Citizenship

Business
Professionals

$1,200 - 2,300
$1,000 – 2,000
*TAPIF Stipend:

810 EUR
$2,500 – 4,000 

Georgia 6 & 12 Months Year Round
August, Christmas- 2nd

week in January

Phone/virtual in
advance or Face-

to-face in
Georgia

Tourist Visa Children $500 - 600 
$300 - 560

*TLG Stipend: 
750 GEL

$500 - 800 

Germany 10 & 12
months

Sept & Jan
August, Christmas- 2nd

week in January 
Face-to-face in

Germany

Tourist visa
convert to

contractor visa or
EU Citizenship

Business
Professionals,

Children
$1,100 - 2,200 $1,300 - 2,700 $3,000 - 4,500 

Greece 10 & 12
months

Sept & Jan
August, Christmas- 2nd

week in January 
Face-to-face in

Greece
EU Citizenship

Business
Professionals

$800 - 1,100 $800 - 1,100 $1,200 - 2,000

Hungary 10 & 12
months

Sept & Jan
August, Christmas- 2nd

week in January 

Phone/virtual in
advance or Face-

to-face in
Hungary

Tourist visa
convert to work
visa, work visa

through
government

program, or EU
Citizenship

Business
Professionals,

Children
$700 – 1,100 $600 – 1,200 $1,050 - 1,450

EU
RO

PE

https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-france
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-georgia
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-germany
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-greece
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-hungary


Country
Typical

Contract
Length

Peak Hiring
Seasons 

Expected Down
times 

Interview
Procedures 

Visa Info
Typical

Students

Average
Monthly Cost

of Living, in U.S.
Dollars

Average
Monthly Salary,

in U.S. Dollars

Estimated Start-
Up Costs, in U.S.

Dollars

Italy 10 & 12
months

Sept, Oct 
& Jan

August, Christmas- 2nd
week in January 

Face-to-face in
Italy

Student visa or EU
Citizenship

Business
Professionals

$1,100 - 2,000 $1,000-1,500 $1,200 - 2,100

Lithuania 10 & 12
months

May and Aug for a 
Sept start August, Christmas

Phone/virtual in
advance or Face-

to-face in
Lithuania

EU Citizenship
Business

Professionals,
Children

$1,000 – 1,200 $1,000 – 1,500 $1,200 - 1,800

Poland 9 & 12 months Sept, Oct, & Jan
August, Christmas- 2nd

week in January 

Phone/virtual in
advance or Face-
to-face in Poland

Tourist visa
convert to work

visa or EU
Citizenship

Business
Professionals

$800 - 1,200 $800 - 1,400 $900 - 1,800

Portugal 10 & 12
months

Sept & Jan
August, Christmas- 2nd

week in January 
Face-to-face in

Portugal
EU Citizenship

Business
Professionals

$800 - 1,700 $850 – 1,700 $2,300 - 2,900

Romania 9 & 12 
months

Sept & Jan August

Most face-to-
face in Romania;

Some
phone/virtual in

advance

Tourist visa
convert to work

visa or EU
Citizenship

Business
Professionals

$600 - 1,000  $600 - 1,000  $600 - 1,500

EU
RO

PE

https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-italy
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-lithuania
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-lithuania
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-poland
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-portugal
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-portugal
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-romania


Country
Typical

Contract
Length

Peak Hiring
Seasons 

Expected Down
times 

Interview
Procedures 

Visa Info
Typical

Students

Average
Monthly Cost

of Living, in U.S.
Dollars

Average
Monthly Salary,

in U.S. Dollars

Estimated Start-
Up Costs, in U.S.

Dollars

Russia  12 months All Year Round August
Phone/virtual in

advance or face-
to-face in Russia

Work visa
Business

Professionals,
Children

$600 - 1,200 $650 - 1,400 $1,000 - 1,800 

Slovakia 6 & 12
 months

Sept & Jan
Aug, Christmas - 2nd

week in Jan

Phone/virtual in
advance or face-

to-face in
Slovakia

Tourist visa
convert to work

visa or EU
Citizenship

Business
Professionals

$700 - 1,100 $700 – 1,100 $1,100 - 1,700 

Slovenia 10 & 12
months

Sept & Jan
Aug, Christmas - 2nd

week in Jan 

Most face-to-
face in Slovenia;

Some
phone/virtual in

advance

EU Citizenship,
Youth Mobility

Visa, or student
visa

Business
Professionals

$850 - 1,250 $850 - 1,250 $1,200 - 1,850 

Spain 10 & 12
months

Sept, early Oct, &
Jan

Aug, Christmas - 2nd
week in Jan

Face-to-face in
Spain except
government
program in

advance

 Student visa,
Assistantship visa

through a
government
program, EU
Citizenship

Business
Professionals,
Children (esp.
government

program)

$700 - 1,000 USD $800- 1,500  $1,700 - 2,850

Ukraine 10 & 12
months

Mostly Sept / 
All year around

Aug, Christmas- 2nd
week in Jan

Phone/virtual in
advance or face-

to-face in
Ukraine

Tourist visa, EU
Citizenship

Business
Professionals,

Children
$600 - 1,200 $600 – 1,300 $1,200 - 1,800

EU
RO

PE

https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-russia
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-slovakia
http://internationalteflacademy.com/teaching-english-slovenia-tefl-country-profile
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-spain


TEACHING ENGLISH IN THE MIDDLE
EAST & NORTH AFRICA
From the shores of North Africa and the Eastern Mediterranean to the Persian Gulf, the
Middle East incorporates a broad array of job markets for English teachers. Oil-rich
nations of the Persian Gulf offer some of the most lucrative ESL teaching positions in
the world, but these markets can be small, competitive, and require advanced
teaching credentials. There is also a high demand in other Middle Eastern countries,
but the positions are more break-even in nature and don’t require advanced teaching
credentials.

Find a job in advance of being in the country
Save money
Receive benefits such as accommodations, medical insurance,
flight allowance, work visa assistance, etc. 
Find a job at virtually any time of the year
Teach children or adults

The Middle East is an excellent region of the world to
consider for your career teaching abroad if you are looking
to: 

KEY
Countries may provide financial support for flights.

Countries may provide some free housing or housing
subsidy. All other destinations are self-pay with housing
advice provided by employer.

BA/BS required. Otherwise all other countries without
symbol are BA/BS preferred, but not required. 

Keep in mind this is a general overview of all the teaching markets in Middle East & N. Africa and a few exceptions may apply so please read the specifics of each country in the
chart below. 

MA Preferred/BA Required 



Country
Typical

Contract
Length

Peak Hiring
Seasons 

Expected Down times 
Interview

Procedures 
Visa Info

Typical
Students

Average
Monthly Cost of

Living, in U.S.
Dollars

Average
Monthly Salary,

in U.S. Dollars

Estimated Start-
Up Costs, in U.S.

Dollars

Bahrain 12 months
All Year Round/

May – Aug
preferred

Islamic Holidays
Phone/virtual in

advance
Work visa in

advance

Business
Professionals,

Children
$700 - 1,100 $2,500 - 4,000 $1,100 - 1,500

Egypt 6 & 12
 months

All Year Round/
May – Aug
preferred

Islamic Holidays

Face-to-face in
Egypt; Some

phone/virtual in
advance

Tourist visa
convert to work

visa

Business
Professionals,

Children
$300 - 700 $300 - 800 $1,000 - 1,500  

Israel &
Palestine 6 &12 

months
All Year Round Jewish Holidays

Face-to-face in
Israel; Some

phone/virtual in
advance

Tourist visa
convert to work

visa; right of
return

Business
Professionals,

Children
$1,000 – 2,000 $1,400 – 2,800 $1,500 - 2,000

Jordan 6 & 12
 months

All Year Round/
May – Aug
preferred

Islamic Holidays

Face-to-face in
Jordan; Some

phone/virtual in
advance

Tourist visa
convert to work

visa

Business
Professionals,

Children
$850 - 1,400 $850 - 2,000 $1,000 - 1,500

Kuwait 12 months
All Year Round/

May – Aug
preferred

Islamic Holidays
Phone/virtual in

advance
Work visa in

advance

Business
Professionals,

Children
$750 - 1,500 $2,100 - 3,500 $1,000 - 1,500

Lebanon 6 & 12 
months

All Year Round Islamic Holidays
Face-to-face in

Lebanon

Tourist visa
convert to work

visa

Business
Professionals,

Children
$900 - 1,500  $1,000 - 2,000  $1,800 - 3,000
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https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-bahrain
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-egypt
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-jordan
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-kuwait
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-lebanon


Country
Typical

Contract
Length

Peak Hiring
Seasons 

Expected Down
times 

Interview
Procedures 

Visa Info
Typical

Students

Average
Monthly Cost

of Living, in U.S.
Dollars

Average
Monthly Salary,

in U.S. Dollars

Estimated Start-
Up Costs, in U.S.

Dollars

Morocco 6 & 12 
months

All Year Round/
May – Aug
preferred

Islamic Holidays

Face-to-face in
Egypt; Some

phone/virtual in
advance

Tourist visa
convert to work

visa

Business
Professionals,

Children
$600 - 1,200 $600 - 1,200 $1,000 - 1,500  

Oman 12 
months

All Year Round/
May – Aug
preferred

Islamic Holidays
Phone/virtual in

advance
Work visa in

advance

Business
Professionals,

Children
$900 - 1,650 $900 - 1,650 $1,000 - 1,500

Qatar 12 
months

All Year Round Islamic Holidays
Phone/virtual in

advance
Work visa in

advance

Business
Professionals,

Children
$1,000 - 2,500 $1,600 - 4,000 $1,500 - 2,500 

Saudi Arabia 12 
months

All Year Round/
May – Aug
preferred

Islamic Holidays
Phone/virtual in

advance
Work visa in

advance

Business
Professionals,

Children
$1,000 - 1,500 $2,000 - 4,000 $1,5000 – 2,000

Turkey 12 
months

All Year Round August
Phone/virtual in

advance or face-
to-face in Turkey

Work visa
Business

Professionals
$600 – 1,000 $600 - 1,300 $1,100 - 1,800

UAE 12 
months

All Year Round Islamic Holidays
Phone/virtual in

advance
Work visa in

advance

Business
Professionals,

Children
$1,500 – 2,000 $2,100 - 5,500 $1,800 - 2,800
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https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-morocco
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-oman
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-qatar
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-saudi-arabia
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/teach-english-in-turkey
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/united-arab-emirates-english-teaching-jobs-abroad-middle-east

